MINUTES
Of the Regular Monthly Meeting
of the
TEMPLETON AREA ADVISORY GROUP
January 17, 2019

The Regular Meeting of the Templeton Area Advisory Group (TAAG)
was held in the Board Room of Templeton Community Service District
(TCSD) located at 420 Crocker Street, Templeton, CA.

MEMBERS PRESENT
Chris Cobey, Vice Chair
Larry Fluer, Secretary/Historian
Murray Powell, Treasurer
Larry Stone, Delegate
Bruce Jones, First Alternate Delegate
MEMBERS ABSENT
Bob Bejarano, Chair
Matthew Parker, Delegate
Joel Woodruff, Delegate
Second Alternate Delegate, [Vacant]

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Chris Cobey at 7:00 pm.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
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The pledge of allegiance was conducted.
3. ROLL CALL
Secretary Larry Fluer called the roll of names of the list of delegates at the start of
the meeting. A minimum of four (4) delegates is required to achieve quorum. The
required minimum number of delegates was met and a quorum was declared with a
total of five voting delegates present.
4. AGENCY REPORTS & UPDATES
4.1 County Sheriff’s Office, north station – (Liaison: Commander Keith Scott)
o Commander Scott reported that in the period from December 28th to the
present there were 296 calls to the Sheriff’s Office (SO) three (3) of which
were misdemeanor thefts, and one (1) robbery. Scott pointed out that the
robbery which fell outside of the period of coverage mentioned had
occurred at the Chevron station on Las Tablas on December 14th and the
perpetrator was apprehended on December 15th.
o Deputy J. McKinney, who works for the Marijuana enforcement efforts in
the SO was introduced.
o Cobey asked if any recent activities, were related to marijuana. McKinney
responded that when an action to deal with cultivation arises and the SO
encounters an illegal grow, code enforcement is notified and a notice is
posted on the gate or point of entry asking for abatement.
o McKinney stated that in California Valley between 5,000 and 10,000
pounds of cannabis plants or cannabis had been put through the chipper.
He reported that the recent activity in California Valley had resulted in
removing approximately 800 pounds with a product value estimated to be
between $800,000 and $1,000,000.
o Cobey asked whether or not activities of the SO dealt with matters relative
to code compliance. McKinney responded that County code enforcement
had the responsibility for code compliance, and that when this
circumstance occurs representatives from the SO are accompanied by
personnel from County code enforcement when code enforcement is at
issue.
o Powell sought to confirm that activities by the SO were independent of
code enforcement. McKinney confirmed that this was the case.
4.2 Templeton Fire and Emergency Services - (Liaison: Chief Bill White)
o Agency or entity not represented – neither verbal nor written reports were
provided.
4.3 California Highway Patrol, Templeton area– (Liaison: Officer Clint Rutter)
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o Agency or entity not represented – neither verbal nor written reports were
provided.
4.4 District 1 – Supervisor John Peschong (Legislative Assistant Vicki Janssen)
o Supervisor Peschong began by announcing the Debbie Arnold would be
serving as the Chair of the Board of Supervisors (BOS) this year.
o Supervisor Hill will Chair the BOS in 2020.
o Peschong reported that the rain had had an impact slowing down the
finishing of the Main Street overlay project. Good weather had been
predicted for next week, and he was hopeful that the project could be
completed with the break in the rain. Several merchants had contacted
Peschong around Christmas time regarding the loss of parking at a critical
time in the holiday season potentially affecting revenue for the merchants.
A special effort was made to complete the paving in selected areas to
alleviate the problem.
o He reported that he had been in contact with the SO regarding the
pressing parking issues and thanked the SO representatives for their
response and assistance in dealing with the problems of parking.
o Peschong reported that he had the opportunity of meeting with some
individual members of TAAG, and expressed appreciation for having met
with them to consider suggestions for improvements in the process related
to updating of the cannabis ordinance and project review. He promised a
report from the Director of Planning and Building in response to the
suggestions discussed.
o The County is reviewing the site boundaries of the Templeton Union
School District maps for confirmation that candidates running for a position
of delegate can be confirmed as being a resident of the jurisdiction.
Cobey expressed his thanks for taking on the project and the needed
clarification.
o At last Tuesday’s meeting of the BOS the supervisors received a 150page report on funding and the related budget shortfalls. An additional 2.8
million dollars is needed to maintain the local departments. The BOS has
not yet decided on the matter, but now has data to consider.
o On January 19th there will be a planning session and discussions on the
budget for various needs.
o Peschong announced that he keeps office hours in Templeton in the
afternoons of the second Thursday of the month. Citizens can call for an
appointment with him to arrange for a meeting.
o He reported on the County’s needle exchange program which is now
operational. The County provides needles in conjunction with the Health
Department clean needle program. When the opportunity is provided, the
Health Department provides information to those in need, and makes an
effort to encourage persons in need into joining rehabilitation programs.
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One of the primary reasons for giving clean needles is to reduce the
number of HIV cases through needles that are traded with the result being
a reduction in treatment services for a disease that may otherwise be
prevented.
o Stone asked Peschong to clarify the issue for maps as they appear to
show the boundaries of the School District. Peschong discussed the
possible need for a revised map but after discussion the existing map,
circa 1905, would continue to be used.
o Fluer asked what the attitude of CalFire was concerning picking up service
for the areas rather than having the County work to increase budgets to
cover some small departments in the area. TCSD director Jardini
reported that Templeton would continue to seek funding and that the
entire department may attend the next meeting of BOS where the item is
discussed. She reiterated the discussion about citizens within the TCSD
being generally in concurrence with adding $180/year to their property
taxes to generate the needed funding to keep the TFD open.
o Powell asked as to the current policy for notifications specific to the appeal
hearing for the cannabis cultivation on York Mountain
(Gardner/McAllister). As of the meeting today the appellants still have not
received a notice from the County regarding the date of the appeal
hearing, although the project’s agent, Ms. Jamie Jones announced that
the appeal would be heard on February 26th. Peschong responded that
the notification in this matter should not have happened vowing that this
wouldn’t happen again.
4.5 District 5 – Supervisor Debbie Arnold, (Legislative Assistant Jen Caffee):
o Agency or entity not represented – neither verbal nor written reports were
provided.
4.6 Planning Department – (Liaison: Kate Shea, Planning Supervisor)
o Shea reported that Trevor Keith, the Director of Planning and Building was
out on medical leave, and that Rob Fitzroy would be serving as the acting
director until Keith returns.
o TAAG can notice applications for referral of up to one mile, and the
County website now shows North County referrals as a separate item.
Cobey asked whether or not a buffer distance could be created around
TAAG’s jurisdictional area. Shea responded that this was not possible at
present.
4.7 Templeton Community Services District (TCSD) – (Liaison: Pam Jardini,
Director)
o Jardini announced that TCSD had one meeting this past month. The
district met with Templeton Fire Department (TFD), and a $15/month
charge is expected to be added to property tax bills for those properties
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within the TCSD area of responsibility. The cost to put the measure on
the ballot to be voted on by the public is approximately $40,000.
o Stone asked why did the TFD decide not to disband. TFD covers a
seven-mile radius. Jardini responded that TFD is designated as having
high call volume with the medical community in the immediate area. She
cited training costs as part of the overhead needing to be supported.
o Jones asked about raising taxes from other areas. Jardini responded that
they are limited to property taxes only and that TCSD cannot impose a tax
on retail sales.
4.8 Public Works and Transportation – (Liaison: Joshua Roberts, Transportation
Division Manager)
o Agency or entity not represented – Supervisor Peschong reported on the
Main Street overlay project earlier in the meeting.
4.9 Templeton Schools (liaison: Joe Koski, Superintendent)
o Agency or entity not represented – neither verbal nor written reports were
provided.
4.10 Templeton Chamber of Commerce (liaison: Jennifer Main, Executive Director)
o Agency or entity not represented – neither verbal nor written reports were
provided.
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS
o None
6. CONSENT AGENDA
6.1 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A copy of the draft minutes of the December 21,
2019 meeting was circulated by Secretary Fluer to the Board for review in
advance of the meeting.
6.2 TREASURER’S REPORT: See the attachment to these minutes under item
6.2. A copy of the treasurer’s report was circulated to the Board in advance of
the meeting by Treasurer Powell.
A motion was made (Stone) and seconded (Fluer) for approval of the consent
agenda. The motion to approve the consent agenda passed 5-0-0.
7. OLD BUSINESS
7.1 A motion was approved during the December monthly meeting to draft a letter
of notification to be sent to property owners within 1,000 feet of the property
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lines for the Caldwell/Smyth cannabis project. The need for the letter is
based on a change in Title 22 that the County send notifications; however, the
County will not implement the change for projects where the application had
been received before January 11, 2019. A letter was prepared under the
signature of Chris Cobey and sent by TAAG to a mailing list created on the
County’s Land View program. The required actions have been completed.
8. NEW BUSINESS
Following the request for public comments identified as Item 5 above Powell
made a motion to move the discussion on CB Farms from item 8.5 to be heard
before 8.3. The motion passed unanimously.
Project Review Committee (PRC) Recommendations. A copy of the PRC Chair’s
report of the January 3rd meeting of the PRC was distributed to the delegates for
reference and use. See Item 8 in the attachments to the minutes.
8.1 Report on non-incumbent candidates for election to TAAG board at March 2,
2019, election; related election information (Delegate Powell).
o Powell reported that the election committee had assembled a list of seven
candidates. He made a motion, (Fluer) seconding, to hold the election on
Saturday, March 2, 2019, between the hours of 9:00 am and 12 pm. The
reason for holding it on March 2nd was to coordinate the meeting with
Templeton’s Farmer’s Market as a means to attract more voters. The
motion was approved by a unanimous vote of 5-0-0.
o Powell stated that of the seven candidates running for a position of
delegate that there were three openings for a delegate position and two
openings for that of alternate delegates. The three candidates with the top
number of votes would be seated as delegates with the first and second
alternate positions being filled by the candidates with the next highest
number of votes.
o The election committee is seeking three volunteers to monitor the election.
o Gwen Pelfrey, a Templeton resident asked which delegates did not run for
re-election. Powell responded that Bejarano, and Parker would not run,
and that Stone is resigning his role as delegate after the meeting in March.
o Jamie Jones stated that the time window for voting is very short with
parents working or otherwise engaged. She asked that an extension in
voting hours be considered.
o Melanie Blankenship asked why TAAG did not use the League of
Women’s Voters to observe the election results. Powell responded that
during the last election the monitors included qualified people noting that
one had been a retired police officer, another a CPA, the Legislative
February 21, 2019

Final January 2019 Mtg. Minutes as Approved

6 of 13

Assistant to Supervisor Peschong, and others. He cited the qualifications
of the others. He noted that the Legislative Assistant to John Peschong,
Vicki Janssen, would be present this year, and involved in the election
process as well.
o Dorothy Jennings, a former TAAG member, expressed disappointment
with not spend a mere $300 for a respected organization such as the
League of Women’s Voters to oversee the election. Fluer pointed out that
the cost for this service was over one-third of the annual budget for TAAG.
o A motion was made by Powell to change the hours of the election to run
from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm. The motion was seconded, and approved by
unanimous vote 5-0-0.
o A discussion then occurred with Jennings, and Blankenship offering
donations of $100 and $200 respectively for the engagement of the
League of Women’s Voters.
o A motion was made by Stone, and seconded, to look into the possibility of
hiring the League of Women Voters. The motion was approved by a vote
of 4-1-0 (Fluer dissenting).
8.2 Per Bylaws, Art. IV, sec. 7, consideration of applicants for appointment to
vacant Second Alternate Position and possible appointment (Chair Bejarano)
o Discussion occurred between Powell and Cobey regarding a notice on call
for candidates and whether or not to appoint an alternate for the one
remaining meeting of the Board given the fact that there was a list of
candidates seeking delegate positions. A debate between Powell and
Cobey that ensued centered around whether or not the required time limits
for making a call for candidates had been met. Cobey stated that
vacancies on the board had been advertised with a call for candidates
beginning in May of 2018 and notice had been publicized through the
agenda and minutes. Stone had published a call for candidates on the
TAAG website in May of 2018 as well. Cobey expressed the view that he
believed that all of the alternate positions should be filled before the year
ended.
o Jones expressed the view that the position for alternates would be filled as
of the March election. In summary he felt that there would be no harm in
filling the seats, but that there was not much gain to doing so either given
the short time left between now and the seating of new delegates.
o A motion was made by Powell, and seconded (Fluer), not to appoint an
alternate to the board for the February meeting with the recognition that
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new board members would be seated during the March meeting. The
motion was approved by a vote of 4-1-0 (Cobey dissenting).
8.3 Consideration and action on project applications referred to TAAG for
comment by the County Planning Department.
Cobey asked the attendees and the delegates whether or not there was
anyone present that would either like to hear or speak on the issue(s) ad
identified in item 8.3. There were no comments from either the attendees or
the delegates. A motion was made by Stone, and seconded, for approval of
the recommendations as presented in the PRC report for items 8.3.1, 8.3.2,
and 8.3.3. Cobey asked again whether or not members of the audience
wished to speak or hear the issues surrounding each of the projects above.
The motion was unanimously approved by a vote of 5-0-0.
8.3.1 Application of English (DRC2018-00216) for the corner of Cow Meadow
Place and Ruth Way, Templeton, for a minor use permit for three metal
buildings totaling 46,616 square feet. The project requires a CUP for total
industrial building area over 40,000 square feet. Revised Plan reflects
previous Public Works comments including the offer of dedication on Ruth
Way. Setback adjustment to street property lines is requested. Buildings
are proposed as shell structures with parking for storage use. (Delegate
Powell)
8.3.2 Application of Niner Wine Estates LLC (DRC2018-00219) at 2680 Green
Valley Road (Highway 46 West), Paso Robles, for an amendment to
revise/remove some limitations related to events as outlined in a
previously approved conditional use permit (Delegate Stone)
8.3.3 Application of Stroes (SUB2018-00082) for zero Venice Road, El Pomar
Estrella subarea, for an amendment to previous parcel map (CO07-0163)
to modify the building envelope. (Delegate Cobey)
8.4 Informational presentation: Update on TAAG’s position on Templeton
Drainage and Flood Control Study and Project 8 Addendum Final Report
February 2014 and Toad Creek Watershed Report; possible referral to Toad
Creek Committee (Sarah Crable, Water Resources Engineer, Public Works,
County of San Luis Obispo).
o Sarah Crable from SLO County Public Works discussed a water study
completed in 2014 on the Toad Creek project. She explained that
there had been draft Templeton Drainage studies issued in July of
2010 and February of 2011 (reviewed by TAAG) which added a piece
to the study. An ad hoc committee had reviewed the 2013 Watershed
report, and in February of 2014 the Final report was reviewed and
issued.
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o The findings of the study have not yet been sent to the BOS.
o Crable now wants TAAG to review and understand the report and is
seeking TAAG’s endorsement of same. The County Department of
Public Works is attempting to get the project on the capital projects
improvement list so that funding can be granted. There is a goal to
receive comment from TAAG’s Board by the February meeting.
o A discussion ensued between members of the audience, Blankenship,
Jennings, and Pelfrey who remained seated with Crable standing at
the rostrum.
o Uladen Bandov, of County Public Works, stated that the report was not
yet complete.
o Crable explained that a package had been distributed to the TAAG
Board. Cobey expressed concern as to what kind of public input can
TAAG get on the matter.
o Jennings commented with a question as to what role did TAAG’s
previous report have concerning the update when the last draft was
issued if any. Jennings expressed a view that TAAG’s previous
recommendations appeared to have fallen into a black hole. Crable
and Bandov reported that TAAG’s concerns would be included in the
latest draft of the report.
o Pelfrey asked if a date for this to go before the Board had been
established and sought for the TAAG Board to refer the package to the
Toad Creek Committee for action in February. Pelfrey commented on
the past efforts of the TCSD, TAAG, and residents as to the need for
improved drainage. She recommended that the report is assigned to
TAAG’s Toad Creek committee for a report from the committee at the
February meeting.
o Powell asked if the open items identified by TAAG were addressed,
when would the next opportunity to deal with the issues recommended
by TAAG. Bandov stated that they would update the plan at a future
date.
8.5 Proposed reconsideration of previous TAAG consideration on the application
of CB Farms (DRC2017-00123). (Delegates Fluer/Powell)
o Fluer referred to the CPRC Report of January 3, 2019, meeting. Fluer
announced to the audience that there had been a motion submitted by
Fluer as the CPRC Chair for consideration with copies of the motion
made available to members of the audience as set out before the start
of the meeting.
o In the report the CPRC concluded that the proper action to take was to
come to the board seeking the Board’s approval to reconsider the CB
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Farms project which was a permit CUP request for cannabis activities
which was heard in May of 2018.
o Scott Silvera, a Templeton resident, spoke to the issue expressing
concern with the project having been approved in the past without
receiving notification of the project. He stated that he was the closest
neighbor and 20 feet away from CB Farms with families and children
using his horse riding and training facility. He further explained his
business and stated that in his view the cannabis operation would be
taking food off his family’s table.
o Jason Kallen, President of CB Farms expressed surprise at some of
the information provided. He had an odor control plan. He asked to
straighten out a comment made that the request to modify the setback
distance was a reduction to 100 feet, and not 75 feet as stated by
Fluer. He stated that he had issued a letter on 8/17- 8/18 notifying all
of his neighbors as to his company’s plans. The letter was on
Company letterhead, and he had personally put the letters into the mail
boxes. He also mentioned that after the filing of the permit application
on February 8, 2018, a visit was made to his property by Deputy
McKinney of the SO (believed to be on or about March 8, 2018), had
called on all of the contiguous neighbors and informed them of the
proposed activity. Cobey sought to clarify which neighbors were
contacted. Kallen responded that it involved all of the properties that
shared a common property line.
o Cobey asked whether the County government has acted on the
application or is it still in process. Kallen responded that the
application was still in process and that it was on information hold with
no hearing set.
o Jones asked to learn about issues related to grading permits. Kallen
responded by explaining that he had applied for an agricultural grading
permit and had the work done in accordance with the permit. After the
grading was completed the application for cannabis cultivation was
submitted. The County notified Kallen that they did not consider
cannabis an agricultural activity. An agreement was put in place with
the County for the planting of a cover crop on the graded land which
would ensure compliance with the agricultural permit. Kallen reported
that the seed for planting was on site and that the site would be
planted on January 25th
o Fluer asked to confirm the dates mentioned and Kallen responded to
the sequence of events that occurred after his submittal to the SO as a
result of the application being filed, and the submittal of a security plan.
o Bob Danielson, a Templeton resident, spoke as a property owner on
an adjacent parcel. He confirmed that he did in fact receive a letter
from Kallen, and a visit from a representative from the SO, but that this
all occurred months later, and not as Kallen has reported. Danielson
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stated that Kallen chased his stepson off the property and would not
talk with anybody.
o Kallen stated that he had forwarded all information requested to the
County.
o Powell commented that the information that was received with the
referral package was incomplete, but that now it was available.
o Dorothy Jennings, citizen and former TAAG delegate, spoke in favor of
reconsidering the application in light of new information citing the fact
that TAAG has done so in the past.
o Fluer made the motion, seconded by Powell, for TAAG to direct the
CPRC to review the CG Farms project using recently received project
application data received from the applicant in conjunction with the
modifications to the cannabis ordinance effective January 11, 2019.
The results of the review shall be presented to the TAAG Board for
reconsideration no later than the regular meeting of the Board on
March 21, 2019.
o Stone, speaking against the motion for reconsideration suggested that
TAAG had taken action on the issue last May opining that the PRC had
issued recommendations at that time, that he was a member of the
PRC when that occurred and that the recommendations were sound.
He concluded by saying that he saw no benefit to TAAG in doing so.
o Van Duren, an Atascadero resident, stated that she was appalled that
Stone would not want to review hear the results of a review.
8.6 Possible adoption of San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District
Rule 402 as definition for nuisance odor (Delegates Fluer/Powell).
o Fluer explained that a definition developed by CPRC to define
nuisance odor was not that issued by APCD, instead it was based in
part on language contained in Rule 402, but that the definition was
distinctly different.
o Fluer explained that odor remains a significant concern for the public
as evidenced by public comments on virtually every cannabis project
that has come before TAAG for review. Without a definition, those that
apply the regulations are unable to determine what may constitute a
nuisance, and many variables can be involved.
o Fluer made a motion for approval of the proposed definitions,
seconded by Stone, as contained in the written statement along with
the supporting information that had been distributed. The motion was
approved with a unanimous vote of 5-0-0.
8.7 Authorization of annual payment of post office box for TAAG mail (Delegate
Powell)
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o Cobey made a motion, which was seconded, directing the payment of
the annual post office box fee. A vote of 5-0-0 unanimously approved
the motion.
9. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM COMMITTEES
9.1 Project Review Committee (permanent committee i) – Cobey, Chair Next meeting
to be on March 7, 2019, at 4 pm
9.2 Community Outreach and Relations Committee (permanent committee) – Stone,
Chair
o Stone presented the CORC report. The full report, dated January 12,
2019, is posted on the TAAG website under the Tab “Committee Reports.”
Several of the interesting points discussed as included in the report were
as follows:


Visitor count to the site reached 2,384 in November 2018 and 2,235 in
December 2018. Total visits for the year, January 1 through December
31, reached 21,350.



Our email account is templetonaag@gmail.com. The number of
individuals and organizations receiving information remained
unchanged (313) from last month. Those recipients are separated into
six distribution lists: Media, TAAG, SLO County, DL List 1, DL List 2,
DL List 3. These lists can be accessed on a Smartphone, laptop, or
desktop computer.

9.3 Traffic Circulation Committee (permanent committee) – Woodruff, Chair
o

No report

9.4 Bylaws Committee (special committee) – Powell, Chair
o No report
9.5 Toad Creek Committee (special committee) – Parker, Chair
o No report
9.6 Election Committee (permanent committee) – Chair TBD
Covered in the discussion on item 8.1 above.
10. ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE DELEGATES (not on the agenda)
o None
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11. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 10:29 pm
Respectfully Submitted,

Larry Fluer
Secretary
Encl: Attachments 44 pages

i

Permanent and special committees are listed by name in Article IX, Section 4 of the TAAG Bylaws as
amended 12/21/17.
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